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officials noted that while the Muslims are
busy building a formidable military ma-
chine, the Bosnian Serb army is imploding
under the weight of the current power strug-
gle, a lack of funds, poor morale, a severe
shortage of spare parts and high desertion
rates.

There have been several indications over
the last few weeks that the Bosnian govern-
ment’s secret weapons acquisition program
and clandestine training has been stepped
up. For example, an Egyptian freighter sail-
ing under a Ukrainian flag sits quarantined
under NATO guard in the waters off the Cro-
atian port of Ploce, its hold filled with 10 So-
viet-built T–55 tanks half were to be deliv-
ered as part of a secret arms shipment to the
Bosnian Muslim army.

All weapons deliveries are supposed to be
shared between Muslim and Croatian units
in the united force established under the
peace accord. The Muslim-Croat force exists
largely on paper, however, and NATO offi-
cials said the T–55s were to be delivered only
to the Muslims.

A spokesman from the State Department’s
Task Force on Military Stabilization in the
Balkans reached in Washington described
the impounded weapons as a ‘‘procedural’’
problem that ‘‘will be resolved shortly.’’

But senior NATO officials described the
Americans at being angry about the ship-
ment, and said that other shipments have
managed to elude NATO monitors and have
been delivered. There have been reports in
recent weeks of heavy arms shipments arriv-
ing in the Croatian port of Rjeka which is
not monitored by NATO soldiers as Ploce is,
senior officials said.

These officials also said that an Iranian
Revolutionary Guard general was posted to
the Iranian Embassy in Zagreb, Croatia’s
capital, and that since his arrival in August
he has apparently been working out deals
with the Croats to smuggle more weapons to
the Muslims. And NATO officials say they
have received several intelligence reports of
clandestine infantry training for Bosnian
Muslim soldiers in Iran and Malaysia.

The clandestine effort to build up the
Bosnian army is in violation of the Bosnian
peace agreement which sets strict limits on
the number of heavy weapons possessed by
each side. The rearmament effort comes in
parallel to a Washington-backed program,
known as ‘‘equip and train,’’ that provides
instruction and NATO armor and artillery to
the Bosnian Croats and Muslims. The $300-
million program, which has included the de-
livery of advanced American tanks two gen-
erations ahead of anything in the Bosnian
Serb arsenal; has in the eyes of many senior
NATO officials including the British, already
tipped the military balance in favor of the
Muslims.

Senior Russian commanders, who are in-
creasingly nervous about the Muslim buildup
against their traditional Serbian allies, re-
cently met with senior Bosnian Serb gen-
erals and handed them classified NATO sat-
ellite photos of military training camps set
up for Bosnian Muslims in an effort to warn
the Serbs of the impending debacle, accord-
ing to Western diplomats.

‘‘The Bosnian Serb generals were
stunned,’’ said a senior Western diplomat
who was informed of the meeting. ‘‘The
mood in the room was very black.’’

The Bosnian Muslims insist that they are
only acquiring weapons and training under
the strict limits set down by the Bosnian
peace agreement and under the guidelines of
the ‘‘equip and train’’ program.

‘‘A needle can’t get in here without NATO
knowing about it,’’ said Mirza Hajric, and
adviser to President Alija Izerbegovic of
Bosnia, ‘‘Anyone who believes this stuff can
be smuggled in here is a fool. Apparently the

Ministry of Defense did not properly inform
the U.S. officials about this ship, but NATO
was informed. It is just poor communica-
tions. I assume it was a mistake. As far as
training goes there is no military training of
Bosnians in Iran or other countries. All
training is done under equip and train.’’

NATO strategists, who expect the Muslims
to first try to seize the Serb-held lands in
eastern Bosnia, say the region could fall ‘‘in
a matter of days.’’

‘‘We also expect most all of the Serbs there
to be driven into Serbia,’’ said a senior
NATO commander, an event that could force
Belgrade, even against its will, to intervene.
This is a high-risk operation.’’

The officials also outlined a scenario in
which the Bosnian Muslims and Croatia
would resume the joint offensive in north-
western Bosnia that they pursued with such
success in the final months of the war. The
Muslims and Croats recaptured large chunks
of territory in August and September 1995
and threatened Banja Luka, the largest town
under Bosnian Serb control, before Washing-
ton imposed a cease fire. Muslim and Cro-
atian commanders often speak bitterly of
Washington’s decision to intervene.

Croatia, which has a larger military budg-
et at $1.4 billion than Poland, a much larger
country, is as busy rearming as the Muslims,
cutting arms deals worth tens of millions of
dollars with companies in Turkey and Israel,
these NATO officials said.

‘‘The Croats are very interested in getting
their hands on western Bosnia,’’ said a NATO
official. ‘‘The attitude is that they will get
whatever they can get now by helping the
Muslims drive out the Serbs. They think
they can deal with the Muslims later.’’

Washington’s ‘‘equip and train’’ program,
despite all the mounting danger signs, plows
ahead as if the peace agreement was on the
verge of fulfillment. It is touted by Washing-
ton as an effort to build a joint 45,000-strong
force of ethnic Croats and Muslims. The
Bosnia Croats and Muslims are normally
part of a federation, but their continued an-
tagonism has so far made a mockery of
American efforts to form joint units and
commands.

Military Professional Resources, a Vir-
ginia-based private contractor that is carry-
ing out the training, has 200 American train-
ers, all retired U.S. Army officers or non-
commissioned officers, currently in Bosnia.
Since Aug. 1, 1996, the contractor has trained
close to 5,000 soldiers, most of them Muslims
under the 70–30 ratio that is supposed to
exist between Muslims and Croats in the pu-
tative federation army.

The trainers, accompanied by translators,
conduct classes on the operation and mainte-
nance of the donated equipment each day at
the old Yugolsav tank base in Hadzici, 15
miles south of Sarajevo.

The warehouses on the base, once filled
with old Soviet-style tanks, are now occu-
pied with modern weapons, including 45
American M–60A3 tanks, 12 130mm field guns,
12 122mm howitzers, 36 105mm howitzers, 80
M–113A2 armored personnel carriers, 31
French troop transport vehicles, and 31
French armed scout vehicles donated by the
United States, Egypt, and the United Arab
Emirates.

A factory in Travnik, controlled by the
Muslims, is producing about 50 more 122mm
howitzers and the United States is scheduled
to provide 116 of the biggest guns in its field
artillery arsenal, 155mm howitzers.

The federation is permitted, under the
quota imposed by the Dayton agreement, to
have 273 battle tanks and 1,000 pieces of ar-
tillery.

The trainers said the hardware being pro-
vided to the federation outclassed anything
the Bosnian Serbs could put in the field. The

M–60A3 tank’s gun has a longer range than
that of the T–84, a Ukrainian variant of a So-
viet design that is the Bosnian Serbs’ best
tank.

‘‘This gun can put out four to five rounds
a minute with a good crew,’’ said John Reed,
40, from Killeen, Texas. ‘‘I would put it up
against a T–84 or a T–72 in a minute. It is the
best tank in Bosnia.’’
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Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, Octo-
ber 29, I was detained for health reasons and
missed Rollcall Votes 535 through 544.

Had I been present, I would have voted:
‘‘no’’ on Rollcall No. 535, ‘‘yes’’ on Rollcall No.
536, ‘‘yes’’ on Rollcall No. 537, ‘‘yes’’ on Roll-
call No. 538, ‘‘yes’’ on Rollcall No. 539, ‘‘yes’’
on Rollcall No. 540, ‘‘no’’ on Rollcall No. 541,
‘‘yes’’ on Rollcall No. 542, ‘‘yes’’ on Rollcall
No. 543, and ‘‘yes’’ on Rollcall No. 544,

In addition, Mr. Speaker, on Rollcall No. 547
today, I was mistakenly recorded as voting
‘‘yes’’. I meant to be recorded as voting ‘‘no’’
on Rollcall No. 547, and I ask that this be re-
flected in the RECORD.
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Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, in 1947, on a sim-
ple platform more than 10 miles out in the Gulf
of Mexico, a thriving industry was born. Ameri-
ca’s domestic offshore oil and gas industry is
a significant and crucial component of the U.S.
economy.

The industry came of age as our country
was moving from a wartime to a peacetime
economy. Companies, trying to meet the enor-
mous public demand for oil and gas during
this time, turned their sights from dry land to
the frontier just beyond the water’s edge and
its ensuing problems. Offshore exploration
posed new challenges, such as underwater
exploration, weather forecasting, tidal and cur-
rent prediction, drilling location determination,
and offshore communications.

Despite the difficulties in such an undertak-
ing, Kerr-McGee Corp. struck oil on a beautiful
Sunday morning on October 4, 1947. This
monumental event on Ship Shoal Block 32 in
the Gulf of Mexico marked the birth of the off-
shore petroleum and natural gas industry as it
is known today. Kerr-McGee was a small yet
determined exploration and production com-
pany that predicted the eventual outcome of
their daring feat and discovered commercial oil
in the world’s first well drilled in the open
water.

Comparisons with yesterday always compel
us. Fifty years ago, the cost of the first off-
shore project exceeded $450,000. Today, the
costs can reach around $1.2 billion per
project. The first year of production netted
99,371 barrels; today’s new deepwater off-
shore facilities can produce over 100,000 bar-
rels of oil per day. In 1947, the first effort to
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extract oil from the outer continental shelf oc-
curred 101⁄2 miles from shore in 18 feet of
water; today the industry is developing oil and
gas reserves over 168 miles from shore in
thousands of feet of water.

Today, there are nearly 200 drilling rigs cur-
rently producing gas and oil energy for the
United States. Since their exploration began,
the industry has developed 3-dimensional
seismic translation of geophysical data which
uses high speed computers to provide sci-
entists a clear picture of energy reserves be-
neath the seafloor. The industry has also pio-
neered the development and application of re-
motely operated vehicles and is at the fore-
front of the development and use of a satellite
positioning system.

So who is driving the advance of domestic
offshore industry? It is the men and women of
Aker Gulf Marine of Ingleside, TX, who built
Shell’s record-setting Mars facility. It is the
employees of Halter Marine shipyard in
Sabine, TX, who specialize in construction, re-
pair and modification of mobile offshore rigs. It
is the workers in Chiles Offshore and the
AMFELS yard in Brownsville, TX, who are
building a jack-up rig capable of drilling in 360
feet of water.

The industry provides nearly 40,000 petro-
leum-related jobs located offshore and another
46,000 jobs indirectly related to Gulf of Mexico
oil and gas operations. As we enter the 21st
century, our Nation is facing the challenge of
protecting our environment and wisely using
our natural resources. I am confident that the
offshore industry will continue to provide reli-
able and affordable energy supplies to meet
America’s evolving needs. I ask my colleagues
to join me in recognizing the 50th anniversary
of the offshore industry and the 25th anniver-
sary of the National Ocean Industries Associa-
tion.
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Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor a very special veteran in my district,
Frieda Hardin. On October 18, Yeoman Har-
din, a resident of Livermore’s veterans center,
was one of six featured speakers and one of
two female World War I veterans in attend-
ance at the dedication of the new Women in
Military Service for America Memorial in
Washington, DC.

At 101 years of age, Frieda Hardin may be
the nation’s oldest living female veteran. She
enlisted with the Navy in 1918 at the age of
22, just 2 days after she learned the Navy was
accepting women. During the war, she was
assigned to Portsmouth, VA, and the Norfolk
Navy Yard where she was a Yeoman Third
Class working as a clerk checking document
receipts in the freight office. At that time there
was not yet military housing for women so she
lived in a boarding house in town. After the
war ended, Yeoman Hardin completed her 2
years of service with the Navy in Bremerton,
WA. She went on to raise four children and
has since been involved with many veterans’
events.

Frieda Hardin is truly a pioneer. At the time
she joined the Navy, women were not yet al-

lowed to vote. She did not let that deter her.
She wanted, as she puts it, ‘‘to do something
more, something bigger and better’’ for herself
and her country. She encourages women in
the military to ‘‘carry on!’’ and believes they
are doing a wonderful job. She is proud to
have been able to serve her country and has
great admiration for those who do so today.
Her speaking role at the dedication of the
Women in Military Service for America Memo-
rial is an honor well deserved. She is a role
model for women veterans everywhere. I
would like to thank Yeoman Hardin for her dig-
nity, courage, and service to our country.
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Mr. MARTINEZ. Mr. Speaker, I join my col-
leagues today to mourn the untimely passing
of Congressman WALTER CAPPS.

WALTER possessed great moral integrity and
deep rooted religious values which he com-
bined with a devotion to his community and
our country. WALTER CAPPS was a community
leader, not a career politician. If there were
conflicting political differences, WALTER would
seek common ground.

On an ideological level, WALTER CAPPS and
I were political allies, on a personal level we
were good friends and I will sorely miss him.
I own a trailer on a hunting ranch in WALTER’s
district and every time I made it up there, I
would try to stop by and visit him. Everybody
admired WALTER for his vitality and conviction
to issues like quality schools, safe streets, af-
fordable health care, and financial security for
the elderly.

WALTER CAPPS brought a fresh perspective
to Congress, a desire to improve the lives of
his constituents, enrich his community, and re-
store the bond of trust between our Govern-
ment and the people. WALTER always believed
that our Government should be as good as
the people it serves.

My condolences go out to WALTER’s wife,
Lois, who has lost a great husband, to Lisa,
Todd, and Laura who have lost a great father
and to the thousands of people who’s lives
WALTER has touched.
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, India may dress
like a democracy for Halloween, but it is only
a costume. That was proven again last week
when a Christian religious festival in Ludhiana
was shut down by police gunfire.

According to the Tribune of Chandigarh, 19
police and 9 Christians were injured in the in-
cident. Two vehicles were also damaged, the

newspaper reported. Those Christians were
merely holding a five-day festival on the theme
‘‘Jesus Christ is the answer.’’ Is there some-
thing wrong with this in a secular democracy?
Apparently, the Indian authorities think so.

The festival was met with protests by the
Bharatiya Janata Party, Shiv Sena, and the
Bajrang Dal. These are militant Hindu political
organizations that do not believe in religious
tolerance. It was at their instigation that per-
mission to hold the festival was withdrawn.
However, when assurances were given that
no ‘‘magical healing’’ would occur and no con-
versions would take place, the festival was al-
lowed to go on.

That’s right, Mr. Speaker, the festival was
only allowed to take place in the secular de-
mocracy of India after the authorities were as-
sured that no conversions would take place. In
other words, if people became Christians as a
result of what they saw and heard at the fes-
tival, then the festival would be closed. Secu-
lar democracy in action.

On October 22, activists from the militant
Hindu organizations tried to set the festival’s
location on fire. The electric lights were dam-
aged. These religious terrorists were not pun-
ished. No action was taken against them. Is
this how India protects its secular tradition?

While this was going on, the Indian regime
is attempting to arrest the Jathedar of the Akal
Takht, the spiritual leader of the Sihk Nation.
Here is another fine example of religious toler-
ance by the world’s largest democracy.

Finally, the Christian festival was closed by
the authorities. the attendees then began a
dharna, or what we would call a sit-in. For this
act of peaceful resistance, the tyrannical
forces of Indian theocracy opened fire on
them.

Mr. Speaker, such a country is unworthy of
the label ‘‘democracy.’’ We rightly protest
human-rights violations in China, including the
mistreatment of Christians, Buddhists, and
others. Yet India is 100 times more oppressive
than China. We must take strong measures to
bring democracy to South Asia by cutting off
U.S. aid to this theocratic satrapy, placing an
embargo against it, and declaring our support
for the self-determination of the Christians of
Nagaland, the Sikhs of Punjab, Khalistan, the
Muslims of Kashmir, and the other South
Asian people and nations struggling for their
freedom. We must also include India in any
sanctions taken against countries that fail to
observe religious freedom. Those measures
will stand as our contribution to political, cul-
tural, and religious freedom in South Asia.

I am introducing the story from the Tribune
of Chandigarh into the RECORD.
[From the Chandigarh (India) Tribune, July

16, 1997]
DSP HURT IN BRICKBATTING

LUDHIANA, October 26.—The police opened
fire in the air and resorted to a lathi charge
to disperse an agitated mob of Christians
last night as many as 19 policemen, includ-
ing a DSP and nine Christians were injured
in the brickbatting and lathi charge. Two ve-
hicles were also damaged. The Christians had
started a five-day programme on ‘‘Jesus
Christ is the answer’’ festival from October
22, to October 26 on the Chandigarh Road.
They claimed that they were holding their
prayers and thousands of Christians were
participating in the same. On the other hand
BJP activists of the Shiv Sena and the
Bajrang Dal objected to the holding of the
festival alleging that the Christians were re-
sorting to conversions and indulging in
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